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Norseland News
THE OFFICIAL MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OF NORSELAND NURSING HOME

Announcements
COVID-19 UPDATE:

Check us out on Facebook!
"Like" our page
"Norseland Nursing Home"
for updated photos, videos,
and announcements.

Employee Highlights:
WORK ANNIVERSARIES:
Patti Bollinger R.N.: 11 yrs.
Jeanette Amundson L.P.N.: 45 yrs.
Amber Neahaus Housekeeping: 1 yr.

NEW EMPLOYEES:
-Violet Manke: Receptionist
-Elijah Jepsen: C.N.A.
-Denali Huebner: C.N.A.
-Patricia Nevsimal: Laundry Aide
-Sylvia Thompson – C.N.A.
-Ashley Hoff – C.N.A.
-Angel Maule – Dietary Aide
-Jennifer Martinez – Dietary Aide

We are happy to announce, we have recently
received a major change in guidance
involving masks, screening, and testing. We
are no longer required to have visitors or staff
screen in when they enter the building. We
are also no longer required to do routine
testing; however, we will continue to test staff
and residents if they have symptom
development or a high-risk exposure. In even
bigger news, we are no longer required to
wear masks, unless the community
transmission rate in our county is high. This is
a crucial piece of the guidance as we do still
need to require masks if the community
transmission is high. We have a color-coded
sign hanging on the front door stating the
community transmission rate and whether
masks are required or not. If the sign is red,
this means the transmission rate is high and
we ask that you please wear a mask when
entering the building. We will continue to
update this and ask that you evaluate prior to
coming in. We also ask that you postpone
your visit if you are sick. We will continue to
provide masks at all times for those who are
most comfortable wearing one while in the
building. Thank you for all the support over
the past couple years and we hope to
continue to see positive changes.
-Megan McLean,
Administrator
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Special Events

Veterans Day Social

We will be hosting our Veterans Day social Friday,
Nov. 11 at 3:00 PM. Tammy Kolen will be here to sing
patriotic songs while honoring our veterans. We will
also be serving coffee and a patriotic treat. A special
thank you to Bertha Johnson with the American
Legion Auxiliary for providing veterans with patriotic
Boutonnières. Thank you veterans for your service!

Thanksgiving Meal
We are excited to be welcoming visitors during the holiday
season. Guests MUST RSVP to front desk by Nov. 13th if they
plan to eat Norseland's Thanksgiving meal with their loved
one. Due to turkey shortages, if you do not RSVP, we will
not be able to accommodate your meal. Please pay for
meal ticket in advance at front desk (5$/meal). Meal will be
served 11:45 on 11/24. Families may take their loved ones out
as well. Happy Thanksgiving!

Reptile Party
We hosted our Reptile Party in memory of Cleone
Benson on Oct. 25th. Reptile Guru Tom Pederson
provided a live educational presentation on various
reptiles including turtles, frogs, toads, snakes, lizards,
and geckos! Residents were able to even touch the
live reptiles! Thank you to Cleone's family for your
generous monetary donation that made this
experience possible!

Soup & Salad Bar Special Meal
Residents will have the opportunity to build their
own salad for lunch on Nov 16th through our Rec
Therapy Dept. The salad bar toppings will include
tomatoes, cucumbers, onions, cheese, croutons,
bacon bits, turkey, ham, hard-boiled egg, variety of
dressings and more! Yum...What a special treat!
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Community Engagement

Westby-Christiana Fire & Rescue
On Friday, Oct 14th, members of the Westby-Christiana
Fire & Rescue hosted an open house for community
members to view the fire station and the newest engine
in honor of Fire Prevention Week. Norseland was also
included in the open house as members brought over
their newest fire engine for the residents to view.
Residents were able to ask questions about the
organization and about the engine itself. Thank you
Westby-Christiana Fire & Rescue for including us into
community events!

Westby Area School District
A special thank you to Westby Area School District for
taking a field trip to come visit us in their costumes
for a costume parade. Norseland residents also
dressed up in costumes and joined in on the fun as
well! We received visits from Kindergarten, 1st grade,
2nd grade, 3rd grade, and 4th grade! Thank you
Westby Area School District!

.
Westby
United Methodist Church

.
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It's never too early to begin Christmas preparations as
it is one of the busiest times of the year! Thank you
Lois Gerling from Westby United Methodist Church
for assisting in organizing a Christmas gift exchange
amongst fellow church members and Norseland
residents. If you or your organization/business are
interested in spreading some Christmas cheer by
purchasing gifts for residents, please reach out to
Ange Kaye in our Recreation Dept.
akaye@bsjcorp.com or 608-634-5605. Thank you Lois
& Westby United Methodist Church!
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Special Thanks to our Donors

In Memory of Clem Evenson
A special thank you to Sue Ostrem and Betty Barstad for
your generous donation in memory of Clem Evenson. With
these monetary gifts, we will be hosting a Casino Party Nov.
22nd @ 2:00PM in memory of Clem. Clem loved to visit
casinos and even visited the Casino Queen Marquette as
part of an outing while residing at Norseland. Residents
will be treated to Nordic Lanes Pizza and Happy Hour
(something Clem always enjoyed indulging in!) Thank you
Betty & Sue for your generous gift!

Valley Fudge & Candy Fundraiser
Do you already have Christmas gifts on your
mind? Well, look no further! Norseland will be
partnering with Valley Fudge & Candy for a fudge
fundraiser. A link will be sent out December 1st to
families via email as well as posted on our
Facebook page. This link will give you access to
purchase up to 12 different fudges. Your fudge will
be shipped to you 3-5 days after purchased.
Norseland will earn 40% of total sales after
shipping costs. All funds will be utilized to
continue offering unique and engaging
experiences while also providing exceptional care!
See Ange Kaye in Rec Therapy with any questions.
Thank you Valley Fudge & Candy!

.

.

.

Norseland Auxiliary
Thank you Norsleand Auxiliary for your monetary
donation that provided candy for the trick or treaters,
for pumpkins used during pumpkin decorating
competition, and for providing lefse for Thanksgiving
meal! If you are interested in joining Norseland
Auxiliary, please see Ange Kaye in Rec Therapy and
she will connect you.
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In Memory Of....

"Those who touch our lives stay in our hearts forever."

Don Strait

Joan Brannan

July 15, 1937 - Oct. 11, 2022

March 23, 1943- Oct. 13, 2022

Donald Lee Strait, 85, passed away peacefully on Tuesday,
October 11, 2022, at Norseland Nursing Home in Westby, WI.
Donald was born at home in rural La Farge on July 15, 1937, to
Leland and Norma (Coggins) Strait. He graduated from
Hillsboro High School in 1955. Donald married Joyce E. Habiger
from St. Cloud, MN on April 18, 1959. They were blessed with
49 years of marriage before Joyce passed away in 2008.
They had three children, Wayne, Jeff (Nancy) Strait, and
daughter Natalie Brockman.
Donald joined the U.S. Army in 1959, where he proudly served
his country for 20 years. He served 3 ½ years in Vietnam
Amongst his many awards and decorations, Don earned two
Bronze Stars and a Meritorious service medal. He also served
8 ½ years in Germany. Other duty stations he served include
Florida, Maryland, California, Virginia, and Texas. He retired
from the U.S. Army in June of 1978. He went on to farm for a
few years next to his childhood farm until 1984. Donald and
his wife Joyce moved to Viroqua, WI. He worked for the ASCS
office and then with NFO for 15 years. He loved his work
helping the farmers of Vernon County. He went on to work at
Wildcat Mountain in Vernon County, and for the last 15 years
of his working career he hauled Amish. Donald will be
remembered for being non-judgmental, a sense of humor,
and a willingness to help anyone when asked.
The family is having a private celebration of Don’s life on
October 22, 2022. His final resting place will be at the
Northern Wisconsin Veterans Memorial Cemetery in Spooner,
WI, next to his wife, Joyce. Online Condolences may be
expressed at www.vossfh.com.
The family would like to thank Norseland Nursing Home for
their care of Donald while he was there. The staff was very
professional and caring.
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Joan Brannan, 79, of Viroqua, passed away peacefully
on October 13th, 2022 at Norseland Nursing Home in
Westby Wisconsin. She was born March 23rd, 1943, in
Chicago, Illinois, to Roscoe and Marie Withers. She
married Joseph Brannan May 10, 1976.
Joan was a loving wife and mother. She spent her life
helping those less fortunate through foster care, and
her work with those with mental health issues and the
disadvantaged.
She is survived by her brother John Withers, and
children Ann Nakagawa (Lantz), Alan Lantz, Michael
Brannan, Richard Brannan, Christopher Brannan,
Patrick Brannan, Richard Shaker, nine grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents Roscoe and
Marie, brother Glen, sister Doris and husband Joe.
Joan requested no formal services. The family will hold
a celebration of her life in the spring of 2023. In lieu of
flowers, Joan has requested friends and family make
donations to charitable organizations that further
human, civil, and women’s rights. The family
appreciates the assistance of Norseland Nursing
Home, St. Croix Hospice, and Coulee Region Cremation
Group.
I feel a warmth around me, like your presence is so near.
And I close my eyes to visualize, your face when you were
here.
I endure the times we spent together, and they are locked
inside my heart. As long as I have those memories,
we will never be apart.
Even though we cannot speak anymore,
my voice is always there,
because every night before I sleep,
I have you in my prayer.
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