[image: image1.png]Cotilee Newsoui




Story originally printed in the Coulee News or online at www.couleenews.com
Published - Sunday, August 30, 2009

Ground broken for WS senior facility
By MICHAEL MARTIN | mike.martin@lee.net
There’s a new housing facility for seniors and the disabled going up in West Salem next to the Salem Terrace assisted living facility.

On Monday afternoon officials from the Bethany St. Joseph Corporation joined village officials in a groundbreaking ceremony for Mill Street Manor. Construction is set to commence in September with completion expected by June 2010.

“Right now we’re planning on having 29 one- and two-bedroom apartments,” said Tom Rand, executive director of BSJ. “It will be for seniors 62 or over and for those with disabilities 55 or over.” 
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The first shovelfuls of dirt for Mill Street Manor were turned Monday afternoon. Pictured from left are Village President Dennis Manthei, contractor Kevin Evenson, Bethany St. Joseph board President Sue Schultz and project manager Sandy Johnson. 
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Village President Dennis Manthei commended BSJ. “We think this is an awesome day to add on to Salem Terrace. We’d heard there was a waiting list at Salem Terrace, so we’re delighted they are filling a need for the community.

“On behalf of the village we thank you for doing this and we look forward to the completion next spring.”

The facility at 840 Mill St. will be constructed similarly to Salem Terrace. “It’s designed specifically for seniors and those with disabilities,” Rand said. “Everything is on one floor and there are no steps. The building is very accommodating and will also be safe and secure.

“The kitchens will be fully equipped, but counters and cabinets will be lowered for easy access and electrical outlets will be raised so they can be reached easily.”

Evenson and Company are the contractors for the project and Dave Holstrom is the architect. “He built my home so I know he does quality work,” said Sue Schultz, president of the BSJ Board.

The goal, according to Rand, is to provide housing that is comfortable and affordable. “We haven’t set final rates yet, but they will be in the neighborhood of those for Salem Terrace,” Rand said.

The construction schedule calls for the shell of the building to be completed before cold weather sets in so that work can progress inside during the winter months. In the spring, work will be completed on the exterior and the grounds.

“We should be done by June 1 at the latest,” Rand said. “It’s a great location — close to the lake, close to Linda’s Bakery and a short walk to downtown.” Adding to the convenience, a dentist office and pharmacy will be adjacent to the facility.

Rand added that in each BSJ project there’s an attempt to be more accommodating to prospective tenants. In some cases, that might mean a bath and a half in a two bedroom apartment.

“Sometimes we’ll have two sisters or two brothers or something similar,” Rand said. “We want to stay attentive and responsive to the needs of seniors.”

Rand said he believes that the presence of facilities like Salem Terrace and Mill Street Manor is a big plus for the community of West Salem. “When people can no longer live in their home, they can remain a part of the community while younger people can move in instead of moving elsewhere,” he said. “Another nice thing is that children can have peace of mind as they realize that mom and dad — or grandma and grandpa — are getting at least one quality meal (at noon) a day.”

Anyone wishing to be added to the waiting list is encouraged to contact Rand at 788-5700 or BSJ Project Manager Sandy Johnson at 788-0254.
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